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 FAITHWORKS 

Add it up, and the odds for God look good
By Bryan Patterson
23nov03

"We are all in this alone" - Lily Tomlin on life.

GOD was once in the running for a $17 million sweepstakes prize. 

A lottery company in Florida, which used a suspect computer system, sent a 
letter addressed to God, c/o the Bushnell Assembly of God church, informing 
that He was a finalist for the top prize. 

"God, we're searching for you," the company wrote. 

The minister of the church sent back the note: "I always thought He lived 
here." 

People are always trying to find God in the strangest places. Now, scientists 
are trying to track Him through mathematics. 

Physicist Stephen Unwin, once technical attache to the US Energy 
Department and risk analyst for nuclear power plants, believes everything -- 
even the existence of a Creator -- involves probability. 

"There is even some probability that before you finish this sentence you will be 
hoofed insensible by a wayward, miniature Mediterranean ass," he writes in 
the opening sentence to his book The Probability of God: A Simple Calculation 
That Proves The Ultimate Truth. 

Unwin did not set out to prove one way or another the existence of God. He 
just wanted to figure the odds. 

Based on the evidence that some people are 100 per cent certain there is a 
God and others are 100 per cent sure there is not, Unwin began with the 
assumption that the probability starts with a simple coin toss -- a 50-50 
chance. Then he applied mathematical formulas that perhaps only 
mathematicians can fully understand. 

In the end, he has come up with a 67 per cent probability that God exists. 

In Britain, philosopher Richard Swinburne used maths to examine the 
attributes of a real Messiah and concluded the probability of Jesus' 
resurrection being true was "a whopping 97 per cent". 
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Swinburne has argued for several decades that while the existence of God 
might seem improbable, the non-existence of God was far more improbable. 

It's an interesting game, but it hardly offers conclusive proof either way. 

Perhaps more interesting is research by medicos Eugene d'Aquila and Vince 
Rause that suggests humans seek God because our brains are biologically 
programmed to do so. 

Using hi-tech imaging, they probed the brains of meditating Buddhists and 
Franciscan nuns and found solid evidence that the mystical experiences of the 
subjects were not the result of wishful thinking or fabrication. They were 
instead associated with a series of observable neurological events. 

The researchers' inescapable conclusion was that God is hard-wired into the 
human brain. 

Of course, there is another question arising from the conclusion. Is belief in 
God a product of biology, or has the brain been mysteriously and gloriously 
endowed with the capacity to reach and know God? 

Answering that thorny question, one way or another, is always going to be a 
matter of faith. 

But, as Albert Einstein said, the most beautiful thing we can experience is the 
mysterious. 

An Australian priest, who works in an inner-city mission that deals with street 
kids, recently said he found God "in the gutter". 

"I'd been taught that God was in the dogma; somewhere off in the distance. 
Now I realise God is down here in the streets, not up there where I'd been told 
to look," he said. 

The philosopher Krishnamurti said the channel to God was open to everyone. 

"Follow your own path," he said, "because it should lead you to the realisation 
that we are all part of the same creation. 

"Put away the book, the description, the tradition, the authority and take the 
journey of self-discovery." 

Catholic priest Father William McNamara, author of The Art Of Being Human, 
maintains that God cannot be categorised by dogma. 

"God always takes us by surprise," he says. 

"God is not a mascot, God is not an uncle. God is an earthquake and if we are 
going to enter His cave, we're entering into the presence of a lion. We can not 
afford to reduce God to our own measure and our own management." 

Comedian Dick Gregory also looked for God within human realities. 

"I'm not into -isms and -asms," he said. "There isn't a Catholic moon and a 
Baptist sun. I know the universal God is universal. 
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"I feel the same God-force that is the mother and father of the Pope is also the 
mother and father of the loneliest wino on the planet." 
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